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As reported by Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA on Oct. 6, statistics released by the
Nicaraguan Higher Education Council show that some 16,000 professionals graduated from the
country's higher education instutions in the past six years. The total corresponds to twice the
number graduated in the previous decade. The Council reported that in the first three years
following the 1979 revolution (1980-1983), Nicaraguan university enrollment reached 34,000. Since
then, however, education plans have been seriously affected as a result of the contra war. At present,
the Nicaraguan education budget totals approximately $71 million. The military currently accounts
for 25% of the country's economically active male population. The majority of the servicemen are
draftees.
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